
Ann C. Wilcox, Candidate for Mayor, DC Statehood Green Party 
 
1.      On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being highest) how important do you think DC Statehood is and why? 
 
I think DC Statehood is a "5"; however, we need to pursue multiple strategies to achieve statehood and 
full political rights for DC citizens.  This can include:  lobbying Congress for co-sponsors for statehood 
legislation; lobbying state legislatures; lobbying national organizations, to gather national support for 
statehood; and greater mobilization of DC citizens. 
 
2.      Name 3 specific things you have done to improve the achievement of DC Statehood? 
 
(1)  I am a member of the DC Statehood Green Party, which is a statement of my commitment to DC 
Statehood.  I was a member of the DC Statehood party, going back to my early days in Washington, DC 
in the 1980's, worked with Statehood activists such as Josephine Butler and Hilda Mason; and have 
maintained my registration in the party, as it became the Statehood Green Party. 
 
(2)  I support community activities related to Statehood, including testifying at the Statehood 
Commission hearings in 2016; attending rallies, education sessions and congressional hearings on 
Statehood. As a lawyer I have represented activists who were arrested for statehood, including Eugene 
Kinlow, Michael D. Brown and others, who were arrested in 2011. 
 
(3)  My campaigns for local office have always emphasized the importance of statehood and political 
equality for DC.  (I have run for DC City Council, Council Chair, for Mayor in 2018, and also served as a 
member of the DC Board of Education from 1994-98.)  I have viewed my campaign appearances and 
literature as prominently featuring DC Statehood and political rights. 
 
3.      If elected, what are 3 specific things you will do to advance the DC Statehood Movement? 
I think DC citizens and groups are doing a lot of effective lobbying and public education on statehood.  I 
think these efforts could be supported further by: 
 
1)  More regular mass marches, to Capitol Hill and other places which are symbolic for DC Statehood 
(such as the World War I DC Memorial). 
 
2)  I would support efforts to lobby state legislatures, and obtain resolutions of support for Statehood 
from national organizations that I am active with (such as the National Lawyers Guild, national Green 
Party, and others). 
 
3)  I would work with educators and activists to enhance the school curriculum around DC History and 
DC rights, at all levels, in DC public and charter schools. 
 
4.      Would you risk arrest in support of DC Statehood?  Why or why not? 
 
Yes, I would consider getting arrested.  As an attorney I have in the past - and will continue - to 
represent and provide legal support for activists who are arrested for the cause of Statehood.  I worked 
on trials of DC Statehood activists in the 1990's (Bernard Demczuk, Adjoa Aiyetoro and others), and in 
2011 when activists were arrested with the City Council (Paul Strauss, Eugene Kinlow, Michael D Brown, 
Jack Evans and others). 
 



5.      Should the DC Statehood Delegation be paid for their work?  Why or why not? 
I think they should have offices provided, as well as a modest expense account, which would facilitate 
travel and lobbying on behalf of DC statehood.  I do not think they should get a substantial salary, 
however, since their job is one of advocacy and lobbying. 
 
6.      What do you rank as the most important aspect of a lack of DC Statehood and why? 
 
a.      No voting representation in either House of the United States Congress;  (1) MOST IMPORTANT:  
DC does not have a voice in the national budget, in decisions to go to war, and other important areas.  
The lack of a vote, also makes it more difficult for DC representatives to "bargain" with other states, in 
order to achieve desired outcomes. 
 
b.    Congress’ ability to veto or change our local budget;  (3rd) 
 
c.      Congress’ ability to veto or change our local laws;  (2nd most important) 
 
d.    Our inability to appoint or elect our local judges.  (4th) 


