
Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6  

 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR DC STATEHOOD 

CANDIDATES QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1.       On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being highest) how important do you think DC Statehood is and 

why? 

 

5: Statehood is essential to granting District residents complete autonomy over their tax dollars 

and laws.  

 

2.       Name 3 specific things you have done to improve the achievement of DC Statehood? 

 

I organized the Hands Off DC town hall to protest Congressional interference in our local laws, I 

organized the DC rally ahead of the March for our Lives to highlight the impact of federal gun 

legislation on District residents and neighborhoods, I have attended DC Vote Hill lobby days to 

secure additional co-sponsors for Congressional statehood legislation, and testified in support of 

statehood. 

 

3.       If elected, what are 3 specific things you will do to advance the DC Statehood 

Movement? 

 

I commit to continuing to defend DC’s laws from Congressional interference, lobbying Congress 

to pass statehood legislation, and working toward greater local control of our judicial system. 

 

4.       Would you risk arrest in support of DC Statehood?  Why or why not? 

 

Yes. The cause of statehood is essential to securing full democratic rights for DC residents. 

 

5.       Should the DC Statehood Delegation be paid for their work?  Why or why not? 

 

https://dcstatehood.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/charles_allen.pdf


Yes. Our Statehood Delegation should be a forceful and hardworking voice on the Hill and in the 

community on behalf of statehood. 

 

6.       What do you rank as the most important aspect of a lack of DC Statehood and why? 

 

a.       No voting representation in either House of the United States Congress; 

b.      Congress’ ability to veto or change our local budget; 

c.       Congress’ ability to veto or change our local laws; 

d.      Our inability to appoint or elect our local judges. 

 

These are all important arguments for statehood and full democratic representation. As Chair of 

the Council’s Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety, I am especially concerned about the 

growing number of judicial vacancies right now, which is contributing to harmful delays in our 

judicial system for District residents.    


