
Introductory Statement - Kim R. Ford for Congress 

 

What Have You Done for Statehood Candidate Committee, 
 

As a former Board Member and Vice Chair of DC Vote who has been fighting for statehood for 
years, I am pleased to submit the following as my answer to the What Have You Done for 
Statehood Candidate Questionnaire in support of my candidacy for DC Delegate to the United 
States House of Representatives. I am running for Congress to bring fresh ideas, new energy, 
and a progressive voice to address the unique challenges that we face today.  
 

My mother, Dietra L. Ford, was a lifelong public servant and she taught me that, “The most 
important people you’ll meet in this life are the people you have the opportunity to help and to 
serve.” I have focused my career on creating opportunity for people from all walks of life. This 
has included implementing $350 billion in federal recovery funds, which jumpstarted the 
economy in the Obama White House, and as Dean at the UDC Community College, where I led 
workforce development, career and technical education, and correctional and re-entry 
education, to most recently as a career SES position as Acting Assistant Secretary at the 
Department of Education. 
 

As a native Washingtonian, I have seen the city change over the years. While growth has 
skyrocketed, many native residents have been left behind. I believe that we can do more with 
the Delegate’s office to leverage federal resources for the benefit of our city. My priorities for 
the Delegate’s office includes :  
 

• Delivering meaningful wins on the road to statehood 
• Advocating for educational and workforce development opportunities 
• Passing student loan forgiveness   
• Empowering small businesses 
• Negotiating more funding for affordable housing in the District of Columbia 
• Ensuring District residents are treated fairly in the judicial system 
• Establishing Capital Regional Caucus for more efficient transportation 
• Leading a robust and responsive Constituent Services Team 

 

The issues we face, from disenfranchisement to extreme disparities in socioeconomic mobility 
are, in part, due to our inability to exert local control over our budget. Despite being the Capital 
of our great nation, DC residents are treated as second-class Americans due to our lack of 
statehood.  
 

Residents of the District of Columbia deserve meaningful outcomes on the road to statehood. 
After decades of little to no progress, it’s time for a change. The political climate is evolving and 
we need a representative who has the ability to garner support on both sides of the aisle while 
delivering beneficial wins in the meantime.  
 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. It will be an honor to have your support. I look 



forward to working with you to make the District of Columbia a more just, equitable and 
progressive state. 
 

Thank You,  
 

Kim R. Ford 

Kim R. Ford for Congress 

 

1.On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being highest) how important do you think DC Statehood is and why? 

 

Securing statehood should be the top priority (#5) of any DC Delegate to Congress. Statehood is 
important because this country was founded on one principle - taxation without representation 
is wrong! We pay the highest federal taxes per capita and have no representation. Our women 
and men serve in the military, yet we have no ability to vote whether or not to go to war.  Our 
lack of Statehood also has a cascading effect of consequences in most of the District’s matters, 
most notably, the lack of local budget autonomy even though we raise our own funds. All of 
this is unacceptable and Statehood is the path to rectify these injustices.   
 

Despite Democrats having had control of the House and Senate, our current representative was 
unable to secure statehood and DC residents have suffered.  
 

2. Name 3 specific things you have done to improve the achievement of DC Statehood? 

 
I am proud to have an active and hands on role in shaping the DC Statehood movement. As a 
past board member and Vice Chair of DC Vote, I worked on strategies to advance our cause, 
advocated for Statehood with members of Congress and was (and am) very active in the local 
community to ensure DC residents were vocal.  Specifically, I helped with developing a dual 
approach to achieving Statehood through working with other jurisdictions in addition to 
DC.  One of the biggest hurdles to achieving statehood is that while DC residents care—and 
suffer the consequences of our status—our friends in the fifty states don’t know we’re 
disenfranchised and haven’t been given a call to action to help.  So we started to identify and 
engage other Representatives, especially after the Senate Hearing on Statehood (the first in 20 
years) when NO Democratic Senator attended and only ONE Republican Senator attended. 
Though the hearing room was packed as well as overflow areas, the people there were 
Washingtonians, we didn’t have broader support.  We also identified mass media outlets to 
help educate people -- one that really reached the masses was the John Oliver piece. 
 

In addition to the strategy development and Member and staff engagement, I continued to 
support our local efforts so we continued to harness the local energy.  I attended every fair, 
block party and festival on behalf of DC Vote and spoke with thousands and thousands of 
people to get them involved in the movement.  While I was on the Board, we saw our 
membership on our list serve and donations/revenue increase in part to this grassroots, on the 
ground work.   



 
 
3.  If elected, what are 3 specific things you will do to advance the DC Statehood Movement? 

The DC Statehood movement requires a different approach and here are my plans: 
1. Statehood requires bipartisan support.  Our current single-party, “statehood or 

nothing” strategy has failed. In the past 27 years, we have had Democratic control of the 
House, Senate, and Presidency twice and Democratic control of the House and Senate 
an additional time, yet we have not achieved Statehood, nor have we gotten 
closer.  Historically, Republicans have supported Statehood as well as other options, 
including relieving the District from paying federal income taxes.  The closest we came 
to securing a floor vote came with strong Republican support.  We should not have 
abandoned the bipartisan strategy and I will bring it back.  Further, this hope that *if* 
the Democrats take the House and *maybe* the Senate will result in Statehood is 
misplaced.  What that does will *hopefully* get us a vote on Statehood, but getting a 
vote on a Bill is not the same as the Bill passing - this is where we need support from 
across the aisle.  I am willing to work with all Members in both Chambers to make 
Statehood a reality!  

2. Statehood requires educating the nation (part 1).  When people become aware of our 
disenfranchisement, they are appalled.  It’s unfortunate, but most people do not know 
our unique status.  But we can use our same uniqueness to our advantage in that every 
Member of Congress and their teams live in (or around) DC.  They are here, so we 
should use that to make deeper inroads in our efforts to build a coalition of support on 
Capitol Hill. In addition to lobbying Members for support we should further expose them 
and their teams to the full extent of our inequality. Many Members see little of the 
District, and only understand DC based on their route from their part-time apartments 
to the Capitol parking lot. They don’t see our neighborhoods, meet our citizens or know 
about the murals in Anacostia or thriving business communities in Brookland. All they 
know of DC is a caricature, and we can strengthen their conviction with an education 
and engagement- based program.   

3. Statehood requires educating the nation (part 2 - be innovative).  We need to work 
with all pro-DC Statehood parties to scale the message nationally, which requires 
resources.  I will work with Free DC, DC Vote, the Mayor’s Office and all other interested 
parties to design and implement an effective messaging campaign that educates and 
activates people.  We would aument my work on Capitol Hill with direct messaging to 
other Representatives constituents with an immediate action, this could take a number 
of forms, but the direct action is key.  Examples include having a communication go out 
that has a call to action to call, text, and/or Tweet their Representative, etc.  We need to 
think of cost effective ways for this injustice to go viral, create an internet Thunderclap 
that brings millions of people into the conversation with some sort of action item that 
will help us move the needle.  

 

4.Would you risk arrest in support of DC Statehood?  Why or why not? 



 

Yes, although everyone who has every worked with me knows I say “we only have two rules: 1) 
we must be legal and ethical first and 2) don’t harm anyone I’m responsible for” to me, getting 
arrested fighting for and demanding Statehood is the only exception.  It shouldn’t be illegal to 
have every right that every other American has!  
 

5.Should the DC Statehood Delegation be paid for their work?  Why or why not? 

 

I value and respect the work of the DC Statehood Shadow Delegation.  I also value and respect 
the work of Free DC, DC Vote and the other organizations in this work who tend to rely heavily 
on a volunteer base.  However, if they were to be paid, it would likely come from the local 
budget or perhaps from one of the entities that is supporting DC Statehood.  It is my 
understanding that the Mayor’s Office has established a Statehood Office and I do not know if 
the Shadow Delegation is a part of that Office or not, but it seems that there would or could be 
alignment.  We’re all in this together and it may become tricky if certain people in the work 
were paid and others were not.  
 

6.  What do you rank as the most important aspect of a lack of DC Statehood and why? 
 

a.       No voting representation in either House of the United States Congress; 
b.      Congress’ ability to veto or change our local budget; 
c.       Congress’ ability to veto or change our local laws; 
d.      Our inability to appoint or elect our local judges. 
 

I rank no voting representation in either House of the United States Congress as the most 
important because once we fix that, we will have addressed the unique status that we have in 
the Constitution, which will ultimately lead to us being able to control our local budget, local 
laws and appoint/elect judges.  Territories are able to have control over their local matters 
including budget and judges because they are treated “as on a path to Statehood”, but we are 
singled out in the Constitution as being different.  This is the core issue that we need resolve 
and let me be clear, we do not want to change our status to that of being a territory - we will 
change our status to finally make us the 51st State!  
 

 


