
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
 
 
STAND UP FOR DEMOCRACY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

1.   5 - DC statehood is especially important this year because Democrats stand a 
good chance of winning control of the House and even the Senate.  Democrats 
have been in the minority for most of my service in Congress. However, I got a 
vote on the House floor for statehood when we had a Democratic majority, and I 
will ask for a statehood vote on the House floor if Democrats win control of the 
House of Representative. 

 

2. (a)  I have gotten the overwhelming majority of the Democrats in the House to be 
co-sponsors of my DC statehood bill and expect to get virtually all of the 
Democrats by the end of the 115th Congress. 

 

            (b)  I have made progress on achieving the elements of statehood because we 
should get as many of the benefits of statehood as possible while working to achieve 
statehood itself. Most important is my work that has saved the DC Budget Autonomy 
Referendum from being overturned by Congress.  Budget autonomy, freeing the DC 
budget from having to come to Congress and face anti-home rule attachments, is one of 
the most important aspects of statehood. 
  
        (c)  I have been accorded special time, full hours and half-hours, to bring DC 
statehood to the House floor to help educate Members of Congress on why DC is fully 
qualified to become the 51st state.                    
          
    3.  (a)  The most important new contribution I could make would be to hold a meeting 
with DC residents to encourage the formation of a DC Statehood Social Media Task 
Force.  House ethics rules bar Members from lobbying, but I will facilitate a meeting that 
can enable residents to offer weekly coordinated DC statehood messages.  DC 
residents use social media to promote statehood but not systematically or coordinated 
so as to amplify the best and most effective statehood messages.  Consequently, most 
Americans think we have the same rights that they have, according to polls. 
 

      (b) I will do my own statehood social media messaging at least twice a week. 
 

     (c) I will hold frequent meetings with D.C. statehood movement activists to 
help stimulate information and action. 

 

   4.  YES 
 

   5.  Yes.  Before achieving statehood, states typically sent paid statehood delegations 
to Washington to lobby for statehood. 
 
     6.  (a) 


