
 
 

REMARKS & TOAST BY ANISE JENKINS 
 

20th Anniversary (1997-2017) Toast & Reunion 

 
Let’s raise our glasses to toast the founders of Stand Up! for Democracy in DC 

(Free DC) – then a coalition of churches, unions, first-time and veteran activists 
– who united to challenge the undemocratic takeover by the congressionally 
appointed Control Board. 

 
We were angry and not about to accept that a board supposedly created to 
solve supposed financial problems in 1995, would take all powers of our locally 

dully democratically elected local government but Libraries and Parks & 
Recreation! 

 
The group was diverse – they were young (Mark Thompson from UDC, Rick 
Malachi from the Labor Movement, Jonathan Hutto from Howard University), 

they were experienced – Acie Byrd of Atomic Veterans, Bette Hoover of the 
American Friends Service Committee, they were DC Statehood Party – Lin 
Hagood they were members of the Nation of Islam – Al Malik Farrakhan of 

Cease Fire-Don’t Smoke the Brothers (& Sisters) – they were internationalists – 
Tim Cooper of Worldrights – but they were all determined that they would 

stand up to the White House and the United States Congress and show their 
demand for true real citizenship through DC statehood by the act of fearless 
civil disobedience. 

 
On August 4, 1997 – 20 years ago tomorrow – they grabbed the White House 

fence and were arrested for putting their bodies on the line.  They continued to 
advocate, agitate, organize and mobilize for DC statehood as the only real and 
permanent solution that will guarantee our constitutional right to control our 

fate and our everyday lives.  Founding member, Ms. Loree Murray of Near 
Northeast Citizens Against Crime & Drugs (then in her 60s), always reminded 
us that we were nothing new but the continuation of the “Free DC” Movement 

– right out of the 1960s SNCC movement for equal civil rights. 
 

We honor them all today with this toast and ask that you help us keep this DC 
Statehood Movement moving!  It is once again gaining strength.  We kept the 



fire burning then, and continue to keep the faith now!  Join us in any way you 
can… We need you!  Volunteer, donate your time, your knowledge, your 

commitment and, of course, your donation$!  Donations are not expected 
this evening, but they would be greatly appreciated! 

 
We hope to see you all again in the fall – at our official Stand Up! for 
Democracy in DC (Free DC) fundraiser! 

 
We ask that you all raise a glass now to honor our founders by continuing this 
fight for freedom.   

 
Free DC!  Statehood NOW! 

 
Stand Up! (Free DC) was founded on August 4, 1997, in an act of civil 
disobedience to confront the undemocratic takeover by the United States 

Congress of the duly democratically elected local government of Washington, 
DC.  A completely grassroots organization, we have kept on the path of DC 

statehood ever since.  Despite any effort to achieve just one vote or temporary 
tactics, we have chosen for 20 years to continue advocating for DC statehood – 
which is the total and irreversible answer to ending the third-class citizenship 

of DC residents and our ongoing oppression by the U.S. Congress. 
 
Largely through grassroots education and civil disobedience, Stand Up! (Free 

DC) incorporated as a 501(c)(3)nonprofit organization and has continued the 
fight for DC statehood.  And the fact that more than 85 percent of DC residents 

voted to demand statehood has sent a resoundingly clear message: 
 
Free DC ~ Statehood NOW! 

 


