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1.       On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being highest) how important do you think DC Statehood is 

and why? 

I would rank the importance of D.C. Statehood as a 5. First of all, it is fundamentally wrong that 

700,000 residents of the District of Columbia who pay federal taxes, swear allegiance to the 

Constitution and fight and die for the nation’s defense do not have equal representation in 

Congress and the same control of our affairs as do residents of every other state. Nothing 

justifies this inequity.  Specifically, with regard to my role as attorney general, although I have a 

good relationship with the U.S. District Attorney, the unusual criminal justice system we have in 

the District in which jurisdiction over prosecutions is divided between an elected attorney general 

(of which I happen to be the first) and a federally appointed U.S. attorney means District residents 

do not have the same voice in how criminal justice is administered as do residents of other 

states. Important questions about how adult crime is addressed, from how we uphold racial 

equity to sentencing reform, are dictated in the District at the federal level in ways they are not 

anywhere else. For the sake of both safety and fairness for District residents, that must change. 

2.       Name 3 specific things you have done to improve the achievement of DC 

Statehood? 

As attorney general, I have protected District laws from congressional and White House 

interference. In particular, I helped the District move forward on a way to implement D.C. voters’ 

wishes on marijuana decriminalization in the face of congressional Republican efforts to nullify 

that referendum. Likewise, when the mayor announced the creation of an immigrant justice legal 

services grant program, my office defended the city’s right to fund the legal defense of District 

residents regardless of citizenship status. In addition, the idea of an independent attorney 

general’s office with powers equal to that of attorneys general in other states has had to be 

defended from attack. These successes have helped make the case that District residents not 

only deserve self-governance as a right, but are also fully up to the tasks of self-governance. 

 



 

3.       If elected, what are 3 specific things you will do to advance the DC Statehood 

Movement? 

1. I will certainly continue using my bully pulpit as Attorney General to publicly advocate for 

statehood. 

2. I will stand ready to use my office to defend the city against any legal challenges to tits 

efforts to advance statehood. 

3. I will use the relationships I have developed with elected officials around the country to 

encourage their support for D.C. statehood. 

4.       Would you risk arrest in support of DC Statehood?  Why or why not? 

As a person responsible for upholding the law in the District of Columbia, I would not take lightly 

defiance of the law in any situation, including for a cause as noble as statehood. I deeply 

appreciate and respect those who engage in civil disobedience to shake our collective 

conscience in the face of injustice. But my position requires me to be especially judicious in 

considering when to take that step. The answer under specific conditions may well be “yes”; at 

other times the cause would be best served through the power of my office. 

5.       Should the DC Statehood Delegation be paid for their work?  Why or why not? 

Yes. The work of lobbying for statehood is no less “work” than the work done by thousands of 

other lobbyists seeking to influence government policy and determine who has power. The 

difference is that our statehood delegation works for 700,000 residents, and is working to secure 

for these residents full equality under the Constitution.  

6.       What do you rank as the most important aspect of a lack of DC Statehood and 

why? 

a.       No voting representation in either House of the United States Congress; 

b.      Congress’ ability to veto or change our local budget; 

c.       Congress’ ability to veto or change our local laws; 

d.      Our inability to appoint or elect our local judges. 

All four of these consequences of our lack of status as a state are on one level equally 

unacceptable. But from the standpoint of my position as an independent attorney general, what 

most directly affects me is the city’s inability to shape its own judiciary. That not only affects who 

sits as judges but it affects our ability to implement the kind of prosecutorial and sentencing 

reforms that the residents of the District of Columbia I believe would overwhelmingly support. 

District residents should have the same ability to shape their judiciary as every other state.  

 


