
STATEHOOD QUESTIONNAIRE  
Bradley Thomas, Candidate for Ward 5 Councilmember in the D.C. Democratic Primary 

 
1.       On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being highest) how important do you think DC Statehood is and why? 
 
5.  It's ridiculous that nearly ¾ Million American citizens should be treated as disenfranchised colonists in 
the capital of the nation which considers itself the "lamp on the hill" of freedom and democracy.  
Without statehood, D.C. residents are not represented in our national legislature, don't have final 
authority over the passage of local laws and don't even control the local budget.  As a fourth generation 
native Washingtonian, statehood Is a no-brainer to me.     
 
2.       Name 3 specific things you have done to improve the achievement of DC Statehood? 
I have attended numerous statehood rallys. 
I formed a Statehood Committee on ANC5C when I first served on that Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission back in 2011 before the last redistricting.   
I verbally advocate for statehood at every opportunity.  
 
3.       If elected, what are 3 specific things you will do to advance the DC Statehood Movement? 
 
I would encourage and help fund more efforts to reach out to residents of the 50 states to educate them 
of the fact that citizens of their nation's capital don’t have the same rights that everyone else takes for 
granted. 
I would seek to establish a permanent D.C. Statehood advocacy office in the Wilson Building. 
I would push to put funding in the budget to launch a more aggressive media campaign to rally the 
support of D.C. residents for the statehood movement.  
 
4.       Would you risk arrest in support of DC Statehood?  Why or why not? 
Yes.  I believe it was Frederick Douglas who said “power concedes nothing without a struggle”.  If it takes 
being arrested to move the needle on the statehood struggle, yes, I believe it’s worth it. 
 
5.       Should the DC Statehood Delegation be paid for their work?  Why or why not? 
Yes.  The DC Statehood Delegation should be paid.  It’s members do hard and worthy work and they 
should be compensated for their time.  It’s just a matter of fairness.  If people provide a service for us, 
we should pay them commensurate with that service. 
 
6.       What do you rank as the most important aspect of a lack of DC Statehood and why? 
 

a.       No voting representation in either House of the United States Congress; 
b.      Congress’ ability to veto or change our local budget; 
c.       Congress’ ability to veto or change our local laws; 
d.      Our inability to appoint or elect our local judges. 

 
This is like asking a parent “which one of your children is your favorite?”  All of these issues are equally 
important.   


